ASSOCIATION SECRETARY’S REPORT

‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’







      2 Corinthians 12.9

The last year has been a real roller coaster ride!  Just before our Annual Meetings in 2007 we saw the re-opening of the Angel Chapel as a place of worship with a Grace Baptist flavour!  We praise God for those who through the witness of the fellowship there have come to trust and follow the Lord Jesus Christ.  The work is still small, but growing in strength.  Then on Easter Sunday this year we saw the re-opening of Beulah Chapel, Watford and again praise God for evidence of his hand at work in conversions and discipleship.  On the down side, I have to report that the church at Beech Hill decided to withdraw from the Association.  

Then, at the end of November 2007 came the bombshell – David Whitmarsh, the Finance Officer of our Association and the Company Secretary of Grace Baptist Charities Limited announced that he had accepted a new post with the Damaris Trust and would be commencing his employment with them on January 2nd. We thank God for the contribution that David made to the life of the churches and he went with the prayers and good wishes of us all.  Jo Hill and I however wondered how we would cope!  It was the end of the Financial Year and a new accounting system had just been introduced.  There was so much to do. The Corporal Jones in us was saying, ‘Don’t panic! Don’t panic!’  Had we have simply relied on our strength we would have been overwhelmed, but our Lord in his word assured us, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’  We praise the Lord for both his inner strength and the help he brought to us – and I want to particularly single out three people –Colin Clarkson, our treasurer, Andrew Ottley, a member of our Executive Committee,  and Mike Blount, a former director of Banbury Homes, who all made themselves available to us and continue to give us sound professional advice. In April were able to welcome Brian Blewett FCA as our new Finance Officer. 

In April we also ran a Retirement Conference for our pastors and wives (together with the Fellowship of Independent Evangelical Churches) at High Leigh Conference centre.  It was a first for both groups of churches.  All fifty places were taken for the conference and those who attended not only greatly appreciated it but recommended it be repeated in 2010.

Throughout the year a number of churches welcomed new pastors - Downe (Richard Peskett), Dorking (Brian Maidstone), Finchley (Robin Dowling), Knaphill (Ben Short), Staines (Steven Gunderson) and Walthamstow (Kester Putman).  Later in October the church at Gravesend plans to welcome Stephen Lloyd.  Two churches have lost pastors/elders – Walthamstow (Ivan Stringer has retired) and Highbury (Kester Putman has moved to Walthamstow and Timothy Mitchell felt the time had come to leave the Islington Gospel Team).  Please pray for all these brothers.

During the year time has been spent considering new and proposed legislation. I  represented the Association on a working group with our sister Associations and Grace Baptist Trust Corporation compiling a working document that Grace Baptist Churches can use when registering as a charity.  In August our document was approved by the Charity Commission and is freely available to our churches.  I also supported the Affinity submission to the government’s consultation on ‘Public Benefit and the Advancement of Religion’.

Grace Baptist Ministry to the young has been restructured and the Association Committee agreed to have a representative on the new committee. Chris Hawthorne (St John’s Wood) has kindly agreed to undertake that for us.

Once more I want to express my appreciation to the Association Committees for all that they have contributed to the life of the Association during the past year.  Our great desire is to serve the Lord and the churches.  I also warmly commend to you the reports from the churches and also the District Secretaries. 

David C Chapman

HOME MISSION REPORT

During the year Paul Read resigned from our Home Mission Committee (HMC). Paul was an enthusiastic member of the committee for many years and made a huge contribution to Home Mission seminars and projects as well as committee discussions.  Needless to say, in retirement, Paul continues to take a keen interest in all that the Home Mission committee does.  We thank God for him.  We are also grateful that Ray Pountney (Wandsworth) has joined the committee.

During the year Tim Mitchell decided that he should leave the Islington Gospel Outreach (IGO) Team.  Please pray for Tim as he seeks a new ministry.  Kester Putman, a long standing member of IGO team has also moved on having accepted a call to the pastorate at Walthamstow.  Please pray for Kester in the demands of his new ministry and also as he cares for his wife Nicola.

Nigel Hoad continues to help churches think through and implement their evangelistic ministry and to oversee the Gateway Project.  The possibility of growing a church in Ebbsfleet is ‘firming up’ and it is anticipated that there will be some major developments in 2009.  Please pray for both the HMC and the full Association Committee in their considerations and decisions.  Nigel is willing to speak in your church or district about this major project. In January we held a Home Mission workers away day when we discussed the contents of Richard Chester’s book ‘Total Church’.  This provided us with a new perspective as we anticipate growing a church without normal church premises.

In February the Saved2Serve event was, as previously, well attended.  However, the organising committee did not feel that all the contributors maintained the high standard that they have come to expect at Saved2Serve and will endeavour to correct that in 2009.

The HMC is disappointed that the Home Mission DVD did not see the light of day.  The material that had been provided is now largely out of date and therefore the committee will need to start again on that particular project.

The 2012 Olympics are fast approaching, and Nigel Hoad represents the HMC on Grace2London that is encouraging churches to see and take the opportunities that such a major event will provide.

Many churches have been encouraged and helped by the HMC during the year.  Please pray for this important part of our Association’s activity.

David C Chapman

DISTRICT REPORTS

Central District

In some ways you could say this had been a year of consolidation, certainly compared to last year when so much was happening. It was a great blessing to us to host the annual meetings and a joy to see so many from the churches with us in Central and North London. We continue to know the Lord’s care and blessing in all kinds of different ways, though it has again been a year where we have had to say goodbye to people dearly loved. Our prayers go with those who have moved on, and our desire is to see the Lord continuing to work through their lives or their legacies. The work of the Rehoboth church in Wood Green and at the Angel continues to be a great encouragement to us all. It is a real blessing to see the Lord taking that work forward. And it has been a great joy to see Daniel Shwe sent to the work in North Watford, and the way that work is progressing. Kester Putman has been called to the pastorate in Walthamstow from Highbury and the IGO team. It is always good to see pastorates filled and new energies and perspectives brought to God’s churches. Meanwhile the work in Highbury continues. The IGO team now reduced to Geoff Gobbett and Russell Barker, is seeking a replacement for Kester. Please pray for wisdom and success in this, especially as Geoff is approaching retirement. Robin Dowling has had an encouraging start to his ministry at Finchley. It hasn’t been an easy year, but the church has been strengthened and seen blessing in its children’s work. The church at Soho continues to have free use of the Fair Share shop. Andrew has taken on managing the shop and that has eaten at his time, but the shop continues to provide good opportunities for the gospel. The Kensington fellowship has been hit by serious illness to one of its elders. It is easy to ask why these things happen, and yet we remember a Lord who came and took upon himself all the sickness of this world so that we have hope of a new heaven and new earth. It has been good to see the church becoming more involved in the district as well. The church at Tottenham continues to know the Lord’s strength and encouragement as they seek to make Christ known in NE London. And the church at St. John’s Wood Road has been blessed with the baptism of a young man who was converted while at University in Manchester.

All that is left to be said really is, “Goodbye,” from me, and “Hello,” from him! I am stepping down as Central District secretary this year, though I am grateful to the Lord for the way he has blessed me through the churches over the past few years. Barry King will be taking on the work and I am excited to see his energy and enthusiasm directed this way. Please keep praying for us. None of the churches is particularly strong, and most of us are still quite week. However we have seen the Lord transform the district over the last few years, and pray that this work of mercy and blessing would go on and gather pace to his glory.

May the Lord bless you with many blessing,

Chris Hawthorne

East District

There are ten Association churches within the East District, and we are, of course, united theologically.  However, geographically there is a considerable distance between those churches inside London and those outside.  This is probably the single most significant obstacle to our endeavours to forge closer links between us.

In last year’s report I mentioned some of the initiatives we were pursuing aimed at engendering closer fellowship.  Unfortunately these have, for the most part, met with little success.  In view of poor attendance the twice-yearly leaders’ meetings have been discontinued for the time being.   This was thought the wisest step to take at present given that four of our churches do not have pastors and many of our church officers have secular jobs which prevent their attendance at day time meetings.  Our proposal for staging a ‘Songs of Praise’ event had to be abandoned for various reasons.  Nevertheless, our twice-yearly pulpit exchanges continue to be a blessing.  It has been valuable for our pastors and church officers to visit other fellowships, and the opportunity has been taken on these occasions to promote interest in the Association and District matters.

We have three district prayer meetings during the year and support for these is variable.  However, we are encouraged that some of our churches make special efforts to field a number of representatives.  We are pleased that, although small-scale, these prayer meetings do help us to understand the needs of each other’s fellowships so that we can pray for them more intelligently.

During this year some of the key workers in our churches have been stricken with serious illnesses - but, praise God, there have also been blessed restorations to health.  We have also been aware of marked instances of the devil’s interference following times of especial blessing in certain of our churches.  However, we know that the evil one is a defeated enemy, and so, despite the struggles and strife he brings, we trust the Lord will bring our folk safely through.  Despite the discouragements we have experienced as a district, there have been very real blessings too – evidence of spiritual growth among members, baptisms, additions to membership, and encouragements in the work among the young.  

We were sorry to say farewell to Ivan Stringer who retired at the end of August.  Ivan has been a constant source of encouragement and wise counsel in our district – I was particularly grateful for his support and guidance when I was finding my feet as District Secretary.  And, praise the Lord, Ivan is not leaving yet another vacant pastorate in our district.  We are pleased to welcome Kester Putman, who has moved from the IGO team at Highbury to take up Ivan’s former post as Pastor at Church Hill, Walthamstow.

We serve a great God who is more than equal to any problems we may have and we praise Him for the precious promise that is found in Jesus’ words: “… I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.” (Matthew 16:18)

Robert Read

North-West District

God has been good to us over another year.  We have seen sustained growth in all of our churches with lively and caring fellowships. Evangelism has taken place in many different forms, with children’s and youth activities, open air witness, small Bible study groups etc.

All except one of our churches now has a full-time pastor; some an assistant pastor as well! However we continue to pray for the church meeting in the community centre at Bennetts End, Hemel Hempstead under the leadership of Chalan Hetherington that the Lord will provide them with a full-time pastor. 

Abbey Church, Abingdon is continuing its successful Sunday morning service in a school at Hanney.  Chesham hopes to send out two of its members to Kenya. Andrew and Danielle Gullett with their two young sons hope to be working there in literature distribution, under the auspices of GBM. 

Good news for North Watford! The formerly named Beulah has now reopened under the general leadership of Barry King and with its own pastor, Daniel Shwe.  There was great rejoicing as two men were baptised recently. 

Zion Kings Langley, also under new leadership, continues to grow. They were encouraged by a baptism earlier this year. Plans are now underway for a Saturday evening club for older teenagers. We thank God for the improved health of Morris and Barbara Davies as they head up the work at Zion.

Gadebridge is working away at the laborious process of improving their buildings.  Giving thanks for the removal of a major obstacle they now seek our prayer that the right development partner will be forthcoming.  Tring too has the same problems and has formed a committee to improve its buildings.  

Sheila Jordan

South-East District

We praise God that during the past year three of our churches have been able to welcome new pastors to their pulpits; Pete and Theresa Fuggle have joined the church at Bermondsey; Gravesend will be welcoming Stephen and Hannah Lloyd on 11 October and New Cross have seen Gavin Fernandes join them as assistant pastor.

Bermondsey have also began a new church plant in Chislehurst and this has been a great encouragement to them with one lady coming to faith in Christ in the first few weeks and a regular attendance of 12-15 people from the start.

Sadly Thamesmead have seen a decrease in their active membership with Douglas and Hilda Dawson moving away but they continue to be greatly encouraged by the numbers attending on a Sunday morning.  Please pray for more workers to come into the harvest  field to meet the needs of the young people who attend.

The church at Meopham celebrated their 180th Church anniversary in May with a month long exhibition of the history of the church; a reunion for past and present members and a service of thanksgiving led by three of their former young people who are now serving the Lord in other areas.

The youth work in the district suffered a set back in May when the youth co-ordinator decided to step down to pursue other fields of service but the youth activities have continued with different churches taking responsibility for the various activities.  Please pray that God will raise up a new co-ordinator in His time.

We praise God for the number of holiday bible clubs, mission weeks and youth camps that have taken place throughout  the year and thank Him for the children and young people who have heard the good news.  Please pray that in His time we will see them become part of the family of God.

We thank God for His goodness to us over another year and look forward with great anticipation to what He will do in the future for the churches in the SE district.

Gill Hollman

South-West District

This year may be described as a year of blessing and encouragement amongst the churches of this district. We have been pleased to welcome Ben and Fiona Short and their son Matthew to take up the Pastorate at Knaphill. As  a district we have been particularly encouraged to hear how Fiona and the church’s initiative in a Tiny Tots Morning programme have quickly grown to the position where the numbers of children with their mums is nearly at capacity levels. Dorking also welcomed Brian and Valerie Maidstone formally into the Pastorate. Dorking have held a number of outreach activities during this year. They are planning to host Phil Arthur on December 6th when he will be speaking on the life of William Wilberforce. All are welcome to attend. Staines has had the opportunity to benefit from the shared ministry of the Gundersons. Steve Gunderson has been a strong contributor to the South West District fraternal in 2008. Please pray for the Gunderson family and Staines as they consider the future. The inner band of London Churches consisting of Brentford, Twickenham, Clapham, Wandsworth and Streatham have enjoyed working closely together in a number of initiatives. Wandsworth continues to receive visitors particularly to the Sunday morning service. In the last week in September the Church will be involved in the fourth consecutive year of direct  outreach on the streets of Wandsworth . Streatham continues to employ innovative and active outreach programmes as well as a shared pulpit ministry as they seek a new pastor. We all continue to remember and pray for the Crowther family at this time. The Clarkson family are blessed to have their son standing alongside them in ministry at Twickenham. Brentwood continues to grow and the youth camps are an inspiration. Clapham are working with Streatham Baptist on a local park outreach. Yateley report baptisms and outreach initiatives. Guildford (Chertsey Street) and Guildford both report very encouraging responses to Christianity Explored and other outreach programmes. Horsham are anticipating the marriage of their faithful Pastor and we all wish Steve Piggott God’s richest blessings on his Wedding day. Our frontline Churches in Brighton continue to work hard and we should constantly remember to pray for them. We also as a district hope to strengthen our support of  our youth with a coordinated strategy. Please pray with us and for us.


Ray Pountney

FUNDS REPORT

We are again greatly encouraged by gifts received during 2007 from churches and individuals. Your partnership in the gospel is deeply appreciated and has enabled great things to be accomplished for the Kingdom of God throughout our region.

The general income for the year was 14.1% lower due partly to a fall in donations and other income by 38.8%. Income from activities for generating funds fell by 14.6% and investment income fell by 6.1%. There were no exceptional legacies and income from Trusts which had boosted the income back in 2005 by £125,000. The expenditure increased by 25% to reflect a full year’s impact of a new member of the administration staff. The transfer from the General Fund to finance Home Mission in evangelism was almost £91,000 an increase of 30% which reflected a full year’s cost of a new member of the IGO Team from August 2006. 

The value of the investment and property portfolio increased due to a revaluation of the Angel. The investments continue to provide a reduced but vital flow of income to fund the Lord’s work in the South East. 

The Association let the first floor offices of the Angel to Sadlers Wells Theatre before the end of 2007 after the previous tenants finished in August during the year. We seek to maximize the income from our properties for the benefit of the gospel work we exist to do.

Continue to pray that the Lord will send more workers into the harvest field and that the finance will be available to support and house them adequately.

The Pastors’ Retiring and Widows’ Fund again had a deficit for 2006 amounting to £1,266 but this was more than offset by the unrealized gain on the value of investments (£6,021). This fund supports those who faithfully served our churches in the past (often on very low stipends). The Association is committed to making regular grants to their present well being and hope you will continue to support the fund generously.

The Benevolent Fund continued to be well supported (as did the Loan Fund) and made appropriate gifts throughout the year. This fund is used to meet the urgent and specific needs of individuals connected to Grace Baptist Churches, which are brought to our attention.

Finally, may I once again thank you for supporting the work of the Association. Above all, pray that the work will continue to glorify God and that many will hear the gospel through the work of the Home Mission staff.

Brian F Blewett

(Finance Officer)

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Grace Publications Trust 

'Foundations of the Christian Faith' by Roger Weil and 'I Can Plod' a biography of William Carey by John Appleby have both now been published.

Other recent titles include:

Preparing for Baptism - a personal diary by Mez McConnell. This book is designed to help those preparing for baptism to approach their baptism with understanding and commitment.  This little book may be used by individuals or in baptismal classes. It will help church leaders to prepare candidates for baptism, and it may also be used as a 'refresher course' for believers who have already been baptised.

Sin is Serious by Ralph Venning. This book is an ‘easier-to-read’ version of The Plague of Plagues: a treatise on sin by the Puritan Ralph Venning. His book, first published in 1669, was written in the aftermath of the Great Plague of London.  This modern adaptation, prepared by John Appleby and Peter King, brings Venning’s message to a modern generation which has a casual view of sin. This book is a call to take sin seriously, and an invitation to find the remedy in Jesus Christ.

Mighty to Save by Clifford Pond. Clifford Pond’s aim in this book is to make believers aware of God’s great work in saving them from sin and enabling them to live to please him. He contends that when Christians realize how mighty to save God is, they will be filled with gratitude and fired with new zeal in his service. And this will give a new dimension to their worship and daily living.

David C Chapman

Affinity

The Affinity Staff, Council and Teams have had another busy year.

The Doctrinal Basis has been revised to remove some vagaries.  I am grateful to those pastors who have contacted me to say how much they appreciate the new version. Anyone wishing to view it may do so on the Affinity website www.affinity.org.uk 

The Theological Team have produced some excellent issues of ‘Foundations’ and Table Talk.  The most recent editions of Table Talk have been:

‘The Abiding Sabbath – Spring 2008’

‘The Emerging Church – Summer 2008’

The Theological Team have also been busily preparing for the Affinity Theological Study Conference planned for 4th – 6th February 2009.  The conference will examine the role of the law in the Bible, the Church and Society and has the title ‘The End of the Law?’  My latest information is that Affinty has booked some extra room to cope with the big demand for this conference – so there is still space!  

The Social Issues Team continues to address current social issues and trends from a Biblical perspective.  Its bulletin is published on the website and can be downloaded free of charge.  Recently it helpfully responded to the government’s consultation on Public Benefit and the Advancement of Religion.

Affinity has also renewed an agreement with the Church of England Board of Education which it is hoped will help parents applying for places for their children in Church of England schools. Members of Affinity Partner churches are sometimes discriminated against when seeking a place for their child in a church school, on the grounds that their congregation does not belong to a recognised denomination or ecumenical body.  However, the British Evangelical Council (BEC), the forerunner of Affinity, entered into an agreement with the Church of England Board of Education whereby members of BEC churches would be recognised as ‘orthodox’ and treated sympathetically when making application to Church of England Schools.  Affinty has recently received confirmation from the Church of England Board of Education that the agreement still stands.

In the last year the Affinity website launched ‘Find a church’ – so look there if you need to locate a church in another area.

More details on all of these issues can be found on the Affinity website. 

David C Chapman

DOCTRINAL BASIS OF ASSOCIATION
Pastors and messengers of Particular Baptist Churches in and around London, holding Strict Communion principles, met in Soho chapel, Oxford Street, on 10th March 1871 and adopted a doctrinal basis for the purpose of forming this Association. As amended and agreed in the Annual General meeting held at Walthamstow on 5th October 1985, it reads as follows:

1
The Scriptures reveal that there is but one God; that there are Three Persons in the Godhead, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost; and that these Three Persons are equal in Eternity, Substance, Power and Glory.

2
In the fullness of time God sent forth His Son, ever subsisting in Essential Deity; Who was conceived of the Holy Ghost, and was born of the Virgin Mary; so that our Lord Jesus Christ is very God and very man in one Complex Person.


3
Eternal and personal election unto salvation.

4
The fall of mankind in Adam - their guilt and condemnation - together with their entire and universal depravity, by which they were utterly alienated from God, and are unable in and of themselves to turn to him.


5
Particular redemption by the vicarious sacrifice of Christ.

6
Justification by grace, through faith, by the imputed righteousness of our Lord Jesus Christ.

7
Regeneration and sanctification by the direct agency of the Holy Spirit through the instrumentality of Divine Truth; and that saving faith is the sovereign and gracious gift of God.

8
The absolute necessity for a holy life, as the result of true faith and the evidence of regeneration.


9
The final perseverance of true believers.
10
The inerrancy of the Old and New Testaments of the Holy Scriptures, as originally given, their full verbal inspiration by God and their supreme authority as the only rule of faith and practice.


11
The resurrection of the dead, and the universal judgment.

12
The everlasting punishment of the wicked, and the everlasting happiness of the righteous.

13
The duty of preaching the Gospel to every creature of the fallen race of Adam.

14
The necessity of baptism by immersion, on a profession of repentance and faith, in order to receive Church fellowship and admission to the Lord’s Table.


15
The congregational order of the churches.


16
The personal and bodily return of our Lord Jesus Christ.
A fuller statement of these doctrines with their scriptural support is to be found in the historic 17th century Particular Baptist Confessions, and also in ‘We Believe’ - The Baptist Affirmation of Faith 1966 and A Guide to Church Fellowship. (Published by Grace Publications Trust, ISBN 0946462 00 3.)
THE CONSTITUTION AND RULES OF THE ASSOCIATION
Summary of AGBCSE Constitution

The Objects of the  Association of Grace Baptist Churches (South East) are to

· uphold and promote the Doctrinal Basis

· promote the unity and prosperity of its Members 

· assist the Members in their charitable purposes as recognised in English law

· devise and employ means for the furtherance of the gospel in the Geographical Area, which covers London, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Essex, Hampshire, Hertfordshire,  Kent, Oxfordshire, Surrey and Sussex. The Geographical Area is divided into Districts in order to promote activities appropriate to the Member churches within the respective Districts.

Connected to the Association is a trust company, Grace Baptist Charities Limited (GBCL), which acts as trustee to many Member Churches (and a number of others) and is trustee of various other funds which benefit the Association and Member Churches.

The Association has wide ranging powers including borrowing money and giving security for loans, acquiring or letting property of any kind, making grants or loans of money, investing funds and employing paid or unpaid staff. All the Association’s powers may be exercised only in promoting the Objects and in accordance with any restrictions imposed by the Charities Act 1993.

Membership of the Association is open to any church which subscribes to the Doctrinal Basis and the policies of the Association, is situated within the Geographical Area and is accepted for membership by at least 75% of the Messengers present at a General Meeting. A church outside the Geographical Area may also seek to join if it has fellowship with at least one Member church and (a) is not within an area served by a likeminded association of churches or (b) has the agreement of any likeminded association of churches in whose area it is situated.

The Association may terminate the membership of any church following a resolution passed in General Meeting by at least 75% of the Messengers present that the church’s continued membership would be harmful to the Association for any reason, including departure from the Doctrinal Basis and/or Association  policies or offence(s) to other Member churches. The church will have a reasonable opportunity to make representations at the General Meeting.

The ultimate control of the Association belongs to the Member Churches in General Meeting. All Member churches are entitled to attend general meetings of the Association by up to four Messengers. Subject to some specific exceptions, every issue at a General Meeting is determined by a simple majority of the votes cast by the Messengers present in person.

An AGM must be held in every year to receive the accounts of the Association for the previous  financial year, receive the report of the Committee on the Association’s activities since the previous AGM, elect Committee members to vacant Committee seats, approve the appointment of a Treasurer and discuss and determine any issues of policy or deal with any other business put before them .An EGM may be called at any time by the Committee and must be called within 14 days  after a written request to the Committee from at least 5 Member churches. The Chairman is elected by and from the Committee.

The affairs of the Association are entrusted to the Committee, which must meet at least four times a year, and which can exercise any of the powers of the Association which are not reserved to the General Meeting. The Committee consists of up to 20 members elected at the AGM for a term of three years (after which they are eligible for re-election) together with a Representative from each of the Districts and the Treasurer. All Committee Members are trustees of the Association’s assets and members of GBCL. The Association’s policy is that membership of the Committee be balanced equally between individuals in full time Christian ministry and individuals with experience of property, financial, legal and administrative matters. The Constitution requires the Committee to appoint (as staff) an Association Secretary to be responsible for the day to day running of the Association, and a Finance Officer to be responsible for the financial affairs of the Association and of GBCL and to serve as Company Secretary of the GBCL. The Committee also appoint a Treasurer, subject to approval of the Member Churches in General Meeting.

The Committee in turn elects six of its members to form, together with the Chairman and the Treasurer, an Executive. It also has to meet at least four times a year. Its functions are to bring forward matters for discussion or decision at meetings of the Committee or at General meetings, be available to be consulted by and to assist the Association Secretary and the Finance Officer in the day to day running of the Association and to take decisions in cases of emergency. Importantly, the members of the Executive act as the Board of GBCL. Membership of the Executive is for a term of three years (with the possibility of re-election thereafter).

The Constitution contains provisions governing the Association’s property and funds, the maintenance of records and accounts, the giving of notice to its Members, and the making of amendments to the Constitution. Finally, the Constitution allows for the incorporation of the Association and stipulates what happens in the event that the Association is dissolved.   

(This Summary is not intended to qualify or interpret the Constitution itself, which remains the sole governing document of the Association).

